Somatosensory evoked potentials: correlations with height.
Somatosensory evoked potentials (SEPs) to median and posterior tibial nerve stimulation were studied in 160 subjects aged 20-90 years. Height was highly correlated with latencies of spinal and cortical SEPs (N13, N20, N22, and P40). Although tibial central conduction (N22-P40) was also highly correlated with height, median conduction (N13-N22) was not correlated with the latter. Multiple correlation and regression analysis showed that except for the median N13-N20 latency, height provided the best prediction of the remaining SEP latencies. Age alone was not correlated with SEP latencies, but its significance was observed when age and height were considered together as the predictors. Effects of age and height on SEP latencies were independent of gender. The present data indicate that except for the N13-N20 conduction, height is the most important parameter for SEP latencies and can be used for construction of normograms.